
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation 
 
 

What can I do with a certificate in historic preservation?  
 
Lots! The Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation is designed for three groups of 
people: 
 

• working professionals who wish to grow their knowledge and expertise 
• graduate students interested in improving their employment prospects, and  
• people who are simply interested in historic preservation who do not wish to 

pursue a master’s degree.  
 
Because the certificate provides strong foundational grounding in the field, it has 
helped people from a wide range of backgrounds. Practicing architects, city planners, 
archaeologists, historians, design consultants, architectural review board members, and 
realtors have found it effective for building knowledge that compliments their existing 
training and experience and thus expands their abilities. M.A. and Ph.D. students in 
fields such as anthropology, architecture, engineering, history, and interior design have 
used the certificate to expand the scope of their studies and open up opportunities for 
internships and employment. In addition, “citizen preservationists”—people active in 
historic neighborhoods, serving on architectural review boards or with nonprofit 
preservation organizations, or involved in advocacy and education efforts—have used 
the certificate to become better informed and more effective in their chosen roles.    
 
 
How many courses does the certificate require? 
 
Four. The certificate is a 12-credit-hour program. Two courses are required: 
Introduction to Historic Preservation (HP 601) and Historic Preservation Law (HP 602). 
Students then take two additional courses on topics of their choosing. A complete list 
of course offerings is available here. We typically offer at least one required course and 
one elective per semester. 
 
I have never taken online courses before. What can I expect?  
 
All online courses are delivered through the University of Kentucky’s Canvas learning 
management system, a feature-rich, easy-to-use portal that provides access to 



readings, PowerPoint presentations, videos, discussion boards, and other materials. 
Most of our online courses are asynchronous, which means there are no scheduled 
meetings. Students work as their schedules allow. Students must complete weekly 
assignments but do not need to be available at set meeting times. 
 
What about quality? Are online courses as good as “traditional” classes? 
 
Yes. All of our courses have been developed specifically for online delivery. Our faculty 
have put a great deal of time and effort into creating content and assignments that 
take advantage of the online format and allow students to work on projects where they 
live. Students find the courses challenging, engaging, and rigorous. Graduates speak 
favorably about their experiences and interactions with professors and other students.  
 
It is important to remember online courses require students to be self-motivated and 
effective with time management.  If these are not your strong suits, in-person courses 
may be a better fit. 
  
If I take all of my courses online, how long will it take to earn the certificate? 
 
Most students take one course a semester, which puts them on track to finish in two 
years. If a student has the time, he or she could certainly accelerate the process. 
Students can take as many courses per semester as they like, and we generally offer 
one or two courses each summer. If you have a relatively flexible schedule and are 
interested in working through the program quickly, you should be able to finish it in 
about a year.  
  
I live in Frankfort and work part-time in Louisville. Online courses will probably suit me 
best, but I may want to do an in-person course later. Can I do that?  
 
Yes. Students are allowed to take any combination of online and in-person classes they 
wish. We speak about the “online” and “on-campus” certificates to reflect the fact that 
most students take only online or in-person classes, but, in reality, they are the same 
credential.  
 
What does the certificate cost? 
 
Students who enroll in the certificate and are taking online courses exclusively are 
charged the part-time and intersession per-credit hour rate for in-state graduate 
students, regardless of where they live. The current rate is $674 per credit hour, or 



$2,022 per class. For more information, see the University of Kentucky Registrar’s 
website: https://www.uky.edu/registrar/2017-18-Tuition. 
 
Students who are already enrolled in a degree program at the University of Kentucky 
should consult the Registrar’s office. In most cases, adding courses as part of a 
certificate will not increase tuition costs.  
 
I’m ready to apply! What do I need? 
 
We accept applications to the certificate on a rolling basis. Fortunately, the application 
process is relatively brief and doesn’t require GRE scores. The University of Kentucky 
Graduate School requires that all students apply for admission online. You can submit 
an application here.  
 
There is a $65 application fee. 
 
The application requires (1) a personal statement describing your interests in historic 
preservation and reasons for pursuing the certificate (1,000 words maximum), (2) a 
resume or curriculum vita, (2) transcripts from all higher education institutions attended, 
and (3) two letters of recommendation. Unofficial transcripts are acceptable. 
 
The department will review your application as soon as the Graduate School notifies us 
that you have submitted all of the required materials. We make admissions decisions 
three times a year: March 1, July 15, and November 1. These dates allow students to 
learn of our decision with sufficient time to enroll for the upcoming academic term. For 
example, the November 1 deadline allows accepted students to begin classes during 
the spring semester.  
 
	
	
	
	
	

	


